Sunday, February 2, 2025 4 Sunday after Epiphany
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No Prophet/is

i,

acceptecl in his
own country.

— Luke 4:24



WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

GATHERING

Prelude
(PLEASE STAND As YOU ARE ABLE)

P We gather in the name of God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C Amen!

HYMN God of Grace ELW 705
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vil round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - r1y;
sail his ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whomwe a - dore, serv-ing you whom we a - dore.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, our creator, our protector,
our wellspring of life,
C Amen.



Silence is kept for reflection.
P Together we pray,
C Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose
injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about
one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their
grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair
your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

P God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have

redeemed you. | have called you by name. You are mine.” In & Christ,
you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the
waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. C Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE ARISE, YOUR LIGHT HAS COME! ELW 314
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- mise, your light has come! The  Spir - it’s call o - bey;
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2 A - rise, your llght has come! Fling wide the pris-on  door;
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show forth the glo-ry  of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and  com - fort those who mourn.

THE GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Together we pray,

C Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith,
hope, and love; and that we may obtain what you promise, make us
love what you command, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

THE FIRST READING Jeremiah 1:4-10
*Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,

> “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,

and before you were born | consecrated you;

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
°Then I said, “Ah, Lord Gob! Truly | do not know how to speak, for | am
only a boy.” "But the LORD said to me,

“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;

for you shall go to all to whom | send you,

and you shall speak whatever | command you.

®Do not be afraid of them, for | am with you to deliver you,

says the LORD.”
Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD
said to me, “Now I have put my words in your mouth.

19See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,

to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.”
L The word of God.
C Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

“If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers,
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so
as to remove mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing. °If I give
away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that | may boast,
but do not have love, | gain nothing.



*Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or
arrogant ° or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful; ©it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. "It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

®Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as
for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. ° For
we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; *“ but when the
complete comes, the partial will come to an end. ** When I was a child, I
spoke like a child, | thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when |
became an adult, | put an end to childish ways. ‘* For now we see in a
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now | know only in part;
then I will know fully, even as | have been fully known. ** And now faith,
hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

L The word of God. C Thanks be to God
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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GOSPEL Luke 4:21-30

C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

I Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” ** All spoke well of him and were
amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this
Joseph’s son?” ?* He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb,
‘Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the
things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.”” ?* And he said, “Truly I tell you,
no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. > But the truth is, there were
many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three
years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; “° yet Elijah



was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. ?’ There were
also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was
cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” ?® When they heard this, all in the synagogue
were filled with rage. ° They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the
cliff. ** But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

L The Gospel of our Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Armen
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
HYMN Of the Father’s Love ELW 295
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

A Together we confess our faith,

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.
each petition concludes...

God of grace, hear our prayer.

P We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope
that your promise is revealed among the people.

C Amen.
OFFERING
In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering
OFFERTORY HYMN ELW 884
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praise him a-bove, ye heav'n-ly host; praise Fa-ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost.
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your
abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your
service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with
gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen.

THE MEAL

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and regularly
commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here. Both wine (red) and
grape juice (white) are available at communion. Grape juice is in the inner section of
communion tray, wine in the two outer rings.

If you would like a gluten-free wafer, please notify the server.

If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive communion in
your seat, please notify an usher.

after all have communed

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace. C Amen.



A Together we pray,

C We give you thanks, O God, that you make your home with us,
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your
Spirit as we go from here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to
those in mourning and pain, seek the healing of the nations, and
bring to earth the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

P God bless you and keep you, = Jesus grant you grace and truth, and
the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever.
C Amen.

HYMN Lord, Dismiss Us ELW 545
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1 Lord, dis - miss us  with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
2 Thanks we give and ad - o-ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.
3 Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  yourtruth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in  end-less day.
DISMISSAL
P Goin peace. Live in hope. C Thanks be to God.

Postlude




Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Men’s Breakfast
Guys, you are invited to join us this Tuesday morning, February
4th, at Stefanos. We meet at 7:30 for some great food and
fellowship. You can stay as long as you like and get to know your
church brothers. No sign-up necessary.

Work Crew Change
You are invited to join the Work Crew at their new time, 8:30 on
Tuesday mornings. There is a job for everyone, and you end the
morning with coffee and goodies!

The February Ladies Luncheon

The next luncheon will be held at 11:30 am, Wednesday, February
12t at Big Bamboo Asian Fusion restaurant. Itis located at 4104 El
Jobean Road, on the way to Port Charlotte. (If you come to the
Harley Davidson place you've gone too far.) Their menu offers
something for everyone — Chinese, Thai, Poke Bowls, Sushi and
vegan dishes. We will order off the menu with separate
checks. Come for the enjoyment of fellowship and laughter! Sign up
on the sheet in the narthex. Deadline is Sunday, February 9™. For
more information, see or call Kathie Wiley (941-662-5383).

Friendship Dinner at Church
(note change in venue)

On February 13 we will gather in the church for a dinner hosted at
individual tables. If you are able to host a table, please check the box
marked “able to host.” Host duties: prepare an entrée and contact your
guests to let them know what they can bring for the dinner. Anyone,
member or not, is welcome to come. Bring yourself and a spouse,
significant other, or friend. Contact Ellen Lindhurst (941-681-5542) or
Mary Lou Fitzgerald (609-713-8725) for more information. Today is the
last day to sign up.



Attendance last week: 53 (8:30) + 50 (10:30)

Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs canned meals (spaghetti,
etc.). All donations should be placed in the bin in the narthex.

Job Opening
For many years Marcia Wilkins has scheduled ushers for weekly
services. She has come to a point where it is no longer a job she can
do. Basically, you just ask the regular volunteers to sign up again and
pick a week. Schedule changes twice a year and most of the work is
telephone calling. If you would like to take over for Marci, see Jeff
Petersen or call Barbra in the church office (941-697-3313).

Worship & Music Committee
Your next meeting will be next Monday morning, February 10, at
9:30. Please mark your calendars.

Looking Ahead...

Our 50" anniversary dinner will be held on Sunday, March 23, at
11:30 am at the Rotonda West Community Center. Cost will be
$15 per person and you will have a choice of beef or chicken,
Sign-up sheets are in the narthex this morning. If you have
guestions, see a committee member (Larry and Linda Bennett,
Ruth Ash, Cyndy Hoops, Bob Wormuth, Marcia and Gary Wilkins).
Deadline for registration is March 9.

Got Plastic Bags?
The Chicks are once again making mats for our campers
(homeless) and they need your help. Bring your plastic shopping
bags (like the ones from Publix or Walmart) and leave them in the
container in the narthex. The Chicks need hundreds of them to
create unique plastic mats that are very sought after. Thisis a
great way to recycle your leftover bags!



THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every week day morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 7:30 am Men'’s Breakfast

8:30 am Work Crew

9:00 am Lutheran Chicks

11:30 am Bell practice
Wednesday 3:00 pm Bible Study

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Joan Thoren
First Service
Worship Assistant: Kathryn Gallagher
Ushers: Harold & Linda Schultz
Second Service
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Brian Lindhurst
Ushers: Jay Fisher, Bobbie Neilson, Gene Newlon

WE PRAY FOR...

Sandy Cox Bob Ash Larry Bennet
Deb Bush Chris Hoops Jim Porter
Carolyn Furman Ginny Linsberg Toni Newton
Zack Stearns Lynette Cormier Byron Myrick
Kay Culver Barbara Hanson Peter Coan
Todd & Becky Schultz John and Linda Schileede
Gary & Marcia Wilkins Al & Sylvia Armen

Your Church Council
Jeff Kamm (President), Larry Bennett (Vice President), Sandy Cox
(Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Jim Taylor, Jeff Petersen,
Gene Newlon, Jay Fisher and Sue Baran



